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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As we celebrate Independence Day this month, our nation also continues preparations for a 

significant milestone: the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence 

next year. For many Americans, this semiquincentennial will be an opportunity to reflect on our 

history, celebrate our freedoms, and remember those who have sacrificed for the common good. 

As Christians, gratitude is an appropriate response. We give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy, 

for those who have served our nation, and for the opportunities we have to participate in civic 

life. Scripture encourages us to pray for leaders and all who are in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2), 

and Martin Luther taught that civil government is one of the ways God works to promote order 

and justice in the world. 

At the same time, our faith reminds us that our deepest identity is found elsewhere. Saint Paul 

writes, “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20). Through baptism, we are joined to 

Christ and become members of a kingdom that transcends every border, language, culture, and 

nation. 

This means that Christians live with a dual identity. We are citizens of the United States, but we 

are also citizens of God's kingdom. We love our neighbors by serving our communities and 

participating in civic life, yet we remember that no nation—not even our own—is the Kingdom 

of God. Every nation is capable of both great good and great harm. Every nation stands in need 

of God's grace and guidance. 

When we gather for worship, we do so alongside believers throughout the world and across the 

centuries. We join our voices with Christians from every nation, tribe, people, and language as 

we worship the One who created us, redeemed us, and calls us into community with one 

another. 

As we celebrate our nation's history and look ahead to its 250th anniversary, may we do so with 

thankful hearts. May we give thanks for the blessings we have received, pray for our leaders 

and our neighbors, work for justice and peace, and remember that our highest allegiance 

belongs not to any earthly kingdom but to the One whose love knows no borders. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pr. Becky Horn 

 
 

 

 
 

A Note from Pr. Becky: Are you or a loved one desiring a visit from the pastor? Do you have 
questions on faith, your spiritual life, or wish for a time of prayer? Please contact Pastor Becky 
if you would like her to call or visit you at home, in the hospital, or another location. (office: 
814-364-9154, cell: 215-208-5535, email: stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com ) 
 

mailto:stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com


 YOU TUBE LIVE LINK - Sunday Morning Worship via YouTube Live – 

the 10:30 worship service is available via YouTube Live Stream. Please use the 

link below from your favorite web browser. The service is also recorded if you 

are away and would like to watch at a later time.   
 

(either click on the link below, or copy and paste into the search bar)                   

https://www.youtube.com/@StLukeLutheran_CentreHall/live  

Land Acknowledgment – St. Luke is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, and 

Lenne Lenape, as well as all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this place, this 

land, and call it their home.  Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at 

  http://www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com/ 

 
 

 

 

A reminder that Prayer Group will be taking a break in July and August and 

will resume meeting on Wednesday, September 2nd.  
  

 

 

The next book for Book Group is The Life Impossible by Matt Haig.    

We won't be gathering to discuss this until September 9th at 12:00 pm at 

Seven Mountains Winery, so you have plenty of time to get the book 

and read it. Come join us in conversation, discussion, and fellowship on 

September 9th!  
 

July 12th at 6:30pm– Christians with Rhythm Choir Summer 
Concert at St. Mark Lutheran Church, 850 Snydertown Road, 
Howard.  This is a free concert with a variety of music styles.  
Refreshments will be served after the concert. 
  

A Toast to TJ - The Hope Fund of Penns Valley: Event on                 
August 1st from 2:00 -   7:00 pm at Seven Mountains Winery. 
Tickets available $25/each. If you are interested in making a 
donation for the auction, buy tickets, or find 
additional information, go 
to: https://pennsvalleyhopefund.com/event/a-toast-for-tj/.  
  

 

August 15—Nittany Conference Potluck Picnic 4:00 -7:00 pm at St. John's Lutheran Church, 
Bellefonte.  A time to gather with Lutherans from the Nittany Conference for fellowship and a 
meal.  If you would like more information, please see the poster on the narthex bulletin board. 
 

Allegheny Synod Night at the Curve – August 16th – save the date for now, additional 
information to follow. 

 If you have any community events that you would like to share in the weekly bulletins or 

newsletter, please call or email Patty in the Church Office at 814-364-9154 or 

StLuke364@gmail.com and we will include them in announcements as we are able.  

https://www.youtube.com/@StLukeLutheran_CentreHall/live
http://www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com/
https://pennsvalleyhopefund.com/event/a-toast-for-tj/


 

         
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers age 18 and older are needed for the Beloved Community Camp to be held August 3-7 at 

Lion’s Club Park, in Centre Hall.  This all-day camp (8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) is for children completing 

kindergarten through 5th grade.  There will be games, Bible lessons, singing, crafts and lots of good food! 

Volunteers can help with food prep, escorting participants throughout the day to and from activities, crafts 

and games.  You can volunteer for one day or up to five days!  Please note on the sign-up sheet which days 

you are available and what you are interested in doing. A Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex or you may 

speak with Pastor Becky.  The Camp complies with Safe Sanctuaries as required by the United Methodist 

Church and supported by the Centre Hall Council of Churches.  If you need assistance with acquiring 

clearances, please call Grace Church office at 814-364-1701 and someone will be in touch with you.  Your 

help will make this a wonderful experience for the campers! 

  

 It’s School Kit Collection Time! 
 

St. Luke has a goal in 2026 to again fill 80 School Kit Backpacks for Lutheran World 

Relief.  If you are able to help us reach this goal and donate school supplies, please 

place them in the donation bin in the narthex.    These are the supplies that are 

currently needed for the 2026 School Kit Collection (the amounts needed will be 

updated weekly): 

 

- 70 page notebooks (320 needed)   - 30 centimeter ruler (46 needed) 

- hand-held pencil sharpener (75 needed)  -Rounded Child Safety Scissors (33 needed) 

- 2 1/2 inch pink eraser (46 needed)  -  black ballpoint pens (250 needed) 

- 24 count box of crayons (56 needed) *Extra supplies received will be saved for 2027 backpacks. 
 

*Please note the listed size requirements.  These guidelines are very important for packing and 

shipping purposes.   Also, due to the school kits being shipped all over the world, we are unable to 

include items in the school kits with religious or military symbols, including camouflage.  Thank you 

so much for your donations. If you have any questions, please speak with Marjorie Korman at 814-364-

9189 or the church office. 



FOOD PANTRY:  The Centre Hall/Penns Valley Food Pantry is located in the lower 
level of Grace United Methodist Church. The monthly distribution day is the Third 
Tuesday of each month from 1:30-3pm except for August when it is held the second 
Tuesday. In case of an emergency, a coordinator can always be contacted for a food 
distribution.  The next monthly food distribution will be held on Tuesday, July 21, 
2026, at Grace United Methodist Church, Centre Hall. Volunteers are needed to pack 
and distribute boxes from 8:00am-4:00 pm.   

 

Now that the Food Pantry is serving all of Penns Valley, the monthly need more than doubled.  
We are now serving over 110 families so any help you could provide would be greatly 
appreciated. The most needed items typically remain shelf stable items like canned goods, 
cereals, pastas, etc.; however, there is an emphasis item each month that is listed below.   If you 
would like to make a donation, please place non-perishable items in the designated Food Pantry 
Box located in the narthex at St. Luke Lutheran Church on or before Sunday, July 19, 2026.  You 
may also make a monetary donation by specifying a designated amount on your offering 
envelope, by making a check payable to St. Luke with “Food Pantry” in the memo line and placing 
it in the offering plate, or by placing a cash donation in an envelope in the offering plate that is 
specially marked for Food Pantry.   
 

NEW LIST - Suggested Monthly Donation List for the Food Pantry: 
January – Tissues       July – Liquid Hand Soap 
February -Toilet Paper      August – Laundry Detergent 
March – Toothpaste & Individual Toothbrushes  September - Shampoo 
April – Household Cleaners           October - Toilet Paper 
May - Kitchen Garbage Bags            November - Sandwich Bags 
June - Paper Towels                  December - Dish Detergent 
 

We are Blessed by our volunteers who order and shop for food, unload delivery trucks, sort 
donated food, pack orders, register clients and deliver to a few clients who have no 
transportation.  If you would like to volunteer in any way or if you would like more information 
about the Food Pantry, you can contact Anne Gaddis at 814-404-4693, annegad58@gmail.com or 
Page Gaddis at 814-571-8110, paggad@protonmail.com.  You may also speak to Gary Zellers who 
is the St. Luke Food Pantry representative in 2026.  Thank you so much for any assistance you 
can give to this important outreach in our community. 
 

Freedom — Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems 
Each one of us is born most free 
And we alone can choose 
To do what God would have us do, 
To use what God would use. 
 

Or, we are also free to seek 
The proud and selfish way — 
A life where other gods come first 
To reign and hold full sway. 
 

But when we follow where Christ leads, 
We find that freedom’s place 
Is really in God’s Will for us, 
And we have chosen GRACE!   

mailto:annegad58@gmail.com
mailto:paggad@protonmail.com


 

 1 Keith and Sharon Luse 

  Dennis and Cindy Foust 

 5  Joe and Vicky Hammaker 

      7  Jim and Nancy Shunk 

          Lee and Sue Chappell 

 10  Monty and Pat Strouse 

 16 Davis and Beth Araujo 

 18 Keith Jr. and Heather Luse 

          Christopher and Carla Cipro 

 21  Barry and Linda Dutrow 

 26  Larry and Judith Bowles 

 28  Gerald and Marjorie Korman 

   29  Terry and Michele Brown 

   30   Kyle and Amy Lehman 

 

 

July1  Barb Garman    

  Alexa Holsinger    

 3  Steven Crater 

 7  Freda Schluter 

      9 Chris Cipro 

          Alice Cromwell 

 10  Adrea Fetterolf 

  11 Paul Mark 

 12  Jordan Anderson 

  Donald Miller 

 15  Barb McAllister 

 16 Walt Schluter 

  Jim Shunk 

  Clay Phillips 

 

 

July Birthdays Continued…. 

 17 Amanda Garman 

           Robert Decker 

 18  Betty Dietrich 

 20  Alexander Luse 

    22   Gary Zellers, Jr. 

 23  Eileen Barnes 

 James Roth, Jr. 

 Caitlyn Seiler 

    24  Rick Homan 

     27 Andrew Foor 

    28 Dawn Holsopple 

    31  Meghan Frazier   

       
 

Martha A. Grove joined the 

Church Triumphant on Thursday, 

June 18, 2026.  Please continue to 

keep her family and friends in 

your prayers. 
 

My St. Luke’s Church Family, 

I miss you and think of all of 

you.  You make a difference.  

Thanks for your thoughtfulness.   

I am so sorry this card is late, 

but the Lord had me doing other 

things for a short while.   

I just wanted to thank 

everyone who sent me beautiful 

birthday cards, the home visits, the 

phone calls and the beautiful potted 

planter of pansies in remembrance 

of my 90th birthday.  You all made 

it a great one.   God Bless.   

Fondly, 

Betty and Bob Ishler 

 



PRAYER CONCERNS   

 

Pray for the recovery and the Lord’s healing and peace on our brothers and sisters. 
 

Family and Friends of Martha Grove   

Terry Koch…cancer    Daisy Kramer...fractured foot      

Jeff Reeder...multiple myeloma/stem cell treatment  

Nan Grove...recov. surgery   Dale Moore…brain tumor    

Lynn Carr...double knee replacement   Joel Meyers...infection      

Lois Albright...heart issues    Marilyn Wendt...knee injury/mobility   

Faye Breon...health concerns   Michael Richard...recov kidney surgery  

Josh Johnson...cancer     Mackenzie McCafferty..recov broken femur  

Melinda Farhenbach...cancer       

Gay Homan...recov. from fall   Tara Homan...health concerns   

Louise Miller...health concerns   Heather Korman...health concerns   

Jane Kurzinger...recov. from stroke  Cindy Foust...cancer     

Ellie Marooney...cancer    Ron Holsopple...health concerns   

Cathy Brunner...health concerns  Greg Garner...health concerns 

           

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 

Greg Bohn...kidney issues   Dave Ferree...health concerns 

Jim & Tanya Evans...health concerns  Paulette Smigo...life concerns  

Jean Bender...myelodysplastic syndrome  Don Rudy...health concerns   

Karen Willar..cancer    Silas Green...multiple health issues  

Paul & Sandy Larson...health concern  Dotti Sauerwein...healing and strength 

Nancy Boyle...respiratory issues  Sabrina Wert...remission and healing  

Bob & Betty Ishler...health concerns  Gary Homan...Parkinson’s 

Mike Moyer...health concerns     Paul “Fox” Dietrich...health concerns 

Lisa Moir...cancer     Sherri Taylor...cancer 

Joan Glaser...health concerns   Bev Haines...health concerns 

Barbara & Ernie Kirsch...health concerns Nancy Wintersteen...health concerns 

Freda Schluter...health concerns   

Pr. Russ Sauerwein...health concerns  Jordan Holsopple...health concerns 

Ellen Coffman...cancer    Sam Rudy...recov. kidney transplant 

Melody Green...health concerns   Pat Brett...CML  

Sarah G...health concerns during pregnancy  

      

Please pray for the Health of our Homebound: 

Fred Lohr Jr. (244 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Centre Hall, PA  16828…814-364-9368) 

Barbara Mark (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA  16828) 

Gladys Sampsel (c/o Randy & Julia Long, 165 Reeder Rd, Spring Mills, PA  16875) 

Bob Smeltzer (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA  16828) 
  

*If You Would Like to Add, Update or Remove a Prayer Concern:  Please notify the 

Church Office by calling 814-364-9154 or emailing StLuke364@gmail.com. 

         -Updated 6/24/26 



THANKS BE TO GOD FOR OUR    

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

 

July 5, 2026 –6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Evelyn Reeder and Barb McAllister 

Greeter (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz   

Greeter (10:30am): Patty Lehman 

Lay Reader (8am): Rick Homan 

Lay Reader (10:30am): Alice Cromwell 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Scott McAllister 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Larry Frazier 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Shawn Lehman 

Lawn Mowing 7/5/26—7/11/26: Scott 

McAllister 
  

 

July 12, 2026 –7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Ken Cromwell and Lois Albright 

Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan 

Lay Reader (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz 

Lay Reader (10:30am): Scott McAllister 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Walt Schluter 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Ken Cromwell 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Carol Sharpe 

Lawn Mowing 7/12/26—7/18/26: Open 
 

 

July 19, 2026 –8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Barb McAllister and Sue Royer 

Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk 

Lay Reader (8am): Kathy Long 

Lay Reader (10:30am): Jack Sharer 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Jerry Homan 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Shawn Lehman 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Scott McAllister 

Lawn Mowing 7/19/26—7/25/26: Open 

 

 

 

 

 

July 26, 2026 –9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Carol Sharpe and Evelyn Reeder 

Greeter (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz   

Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan 

Lay Reader (8am): Kelly Moran 

Lay Reader (10:30am): Deb Frazier 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Larry Frazier 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Walt Schluter 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Susan Stover 

Lawn Mowing 7/26/26—8/1/26: Open 

 

 

August 2, 2026 –10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Deb Frazier and Carol Sharpe 

Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Patty Lehman 

Lay Reader (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz 

Lay Reader (10:30am): Barb McAllister 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Scott McAllister 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Ken Cromwell 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Shawn Lehman 

Lawn Mowing 8/2/26—8/8/26: Open 

 

August 9, 2026 –11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Barb McAllister and Ellen Hug 

Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk 

Lay Reader (8am): Rick Homan 

Lay Reader (10:30am): Susan Stover 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Walt Schluter 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Larry Frazier 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Carol Sharpe 

Lawn Mowing 8/9/26—8/15/26: Open 

 

 



The regular meetings are held 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 pm. 

The next meeting is July 13th, a Zoom link is available if needed. 

Council Executive Committee communicates by the 1st Thursday of 

the Month regarding agenda items and information as needed. Please 

contact the Council Executive Committee if you have questions, Scott 

McAllister (President), Rick Homan (Vice President), Carol Sharpe 

(Secretary), Jack Sharer (Treasurer) and Pr. Becky Horn.  

 

Elected Council Members & Officers for 2026:  Scott McAllister, President (27), Rick Homan,  

Vice-President (27), Carol Sharpe, Secretary (26), Jack Sharer, Treasurer, Alice Cromwell (26),  

Evelyn Reeder (26), Susan Stover (26), Jerry Homan (27), Gary Zellers (27), Lois Albright (28),  

Todd Fetterolf (28), Dawn Holsopple (28), and Marty Hug (28).  *The numbers in parenthesis 

indicates the year their term is complete.  

 

St. Luke Cemetery Association Representatives—Michele Brown, Brian Long and Walt Schluter 

 

Centre Hall Council of Churches –Beloved Day Camp will take place from Monday, August 3rd to 

Friday, August 7th from 8:30-4:00 at the Centre Hall Lions Club Park. 

 
 

Looking ahead…Please note that if you have news or articles for the August 2026 
issue of the St. Luke Newsletter, please submit them to the church office by 
Wednesday,  July 16, 2026.   
 

 

PASTOR BECKY IS ON VACATION- Pastor Becky will be on vacation 

from Friday, July 17th through and including Sunday, August 2nd.  The 

Emergency Contact from July 17th to July 26th is Rev. Laura Waltermire, the 

pastor at St. Mark Lutheran Church, Pleasant Gap.  Her phone number is 814-

279-1056.  The Emergency Contact from July 27th to August 2nd is Rev. Paul 

Tomkiel, the pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pine Grove Mills.  His phone 

number is 717-440-3453.   

 
 

Secretary Office Hours - The Church Secretary’s office hours are normally Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 10am to Noon, but these hours may vary as needed.  If you need to reach Patty outside of the 

office, please feel free to call or text her at 814-933-6296 and please leave your name and a message.  

She will return your call or text as soon as possible.  All emails for the secretary should continue to be 

sent to StLuke364@gmail.com.   

 
St. Luke Contact Numbers: 

Church Office            814-364-9154 or email at StLuke364@gmail.com   

Pastor, Rev. Becky Horn                         215-208-5535 or email StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Patty Lehman     814-933-6296 or email: StLuke364@gmail.com  

Council President, Scott McAllister       814-364-1285 (h); 814-280-7891(c) or email horsedr72@verizon.net 

Treasurer, Jack Sharer                  814-364-1658 of email:  StLuke16828TreasurerJack@gmail.com  

Music Director, Susan Stover       814-349-5173 or email: smsgmnastx48@aol.com  

St. Luke Mailing Address                   PO Box 331, Centre Hall, PA  16828 

St. Luke Website                    http://StLukeCentreHall.org 

mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com
mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com
mailto:StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com
mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com
mailto:horsedr72@verizon.net
mailto:StLuke16828TreasurerJack@gmail.com
mailto:smsgmnastx48@aol.com
http://stlukecentrehall.org/


 July  2026  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  

 

2  

 

3  

 

4  
 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

5  
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  

 
 
 

 

 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p 

6  

 

7  

 

8  

 

9  

 

10  

 

11  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

12  
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  

 
 
 

 

 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p 

13 Allegheny 

Synod Office 

closed 7/13-

7/17/26  
 
 
 
 
 
Council Meeting 
7pm 

14  

 

15  

 

16  
*August 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

17  
Pastor Becky 
on vacation 
from 7/17 to 
8/2 

18  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

19  
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  

 
 
 

 

 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p 
Cub Scout 
Committee 
Meeting 6:30-8pm 

20  

 

21  
 
 
 
Food Pantry 
Distribution  
1:30-3pm at  
Grace UMC 

22  

 

23  

 

24  

 

25  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

26  
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  

 
 
 

 

 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p 

27  

 

28  

 

29  

 

30  

 

31  

 

 

 

 

 
 



St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 
301 North Pennsylvania Ave. 
P. O. Box 331 
Centre Hall, PA 16828 
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Mission Statement:    Inviting all into relationship with Christ, Church and Community 
 
St. Luke Evangeli  cal Lutheran Church                   Centre Hall, Pennsylvania 


