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Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

A question that has continued to cause sleepless nights is: Why Should We Care About the Prevalence of 
Christian Nationalism? This phrase, Christian Nationalism, has become a phrase we hear more and more 
these days, but what does it mean—and why should it matter to us as people of faith? 
 

At its heart, Christian Nationalism is the belief that the United States is, or should be, a distinctly 
“Christian nation,” and that our laws, government, and national identity should reflect one particular 
interpretation of Christianity. It merges faith with political power and confuses the message of the Gospel 
with the priorities of the state. 
 

This matters deeply, because our call as followers of Jesus is not to seek dominance, but to seek love, 
justice, and mercy. When Christianity becomes tied to nationalism or political identity, the message of 
Christ’s inclusive love gets distorted. The cross becomes a symbol of control instead of compassion; faith 
becomes a weapon instead of a witness. 
 

One visible reminder of how easily faith and nationalism can blur is the presence of national flags in 
sanctuaries. While often placed there with good intentions, the American flag’s presence beside the altar 
or cross can suggest that loyalty to nation and loyalty to God are equal. Even the U.S. Flag Code reminds 
us that the flag should never appear to be above or on equal footing with any religious symbol. In 
worship, our focus is on God’s kingdom—a kingdom not bound by national borders or human power. For 
this reason, many congregations have chosen to remove national flags from their worship spaces, placing 
them instead in fellowship halls or entryways where they can be honored without confusing our ultimate 
allegiance to Christ. 
 

Christian Nationalism can also harm our neighbors. It often excludes or marginalizes people of other 
faiths—or of no faith at all—and even Christians whose beliefs don’t align with a particular version of 
“Christian America.” The Gospel calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves, to welcome the stranger, and 
to seek peace and reconciliation. We cannot do that faithfully if our faith becomes entangled with power 
or fear. 
 

We care about this because we care about the integrity of our witness. Jesus did not come to establish an 
empire—He came to proclaim the kingdom of God, which looks nothing like the kingdoms of this world. 
The kingdom of God is built not on borders or flags, but on grace, compassion, and the radical love that 
sets people free. 
 

So, when we speak out against Christian Nationalism, we are not speaking against faith—we are speaking 
for the Gospel. We are reminding ourselves and one another that our ultimate allegiance is not to a 
nation, but to Christ, whose love knows no bounds. 
 

“For our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” — Philippians 3:20 
 

Let us pray: God of all nations and all peoples, remind us that our true home is in you. Keep us from 
confusing earthly power with your divine purpose. Make us instruments of your peace, witnesses of your 
justice, and bearers of your boundless love. May our hearts, our churches, and our lives reflect your 
kingdom above all else. Amen. 
 

Yours In Christ,  
Pr. Becky Horn 
 



 YOU TUBE LIVE LINK - Sunday Morning Worship via YouTube Live – 

the 10:30 worship service is available via YouTube Live Stream. Please use the 

link below from your favorite web browser. The service is also recorded if you 

are away and would like to watch at a later time.   
 

(either click on the link below, or copy and paste into the search bar)                   

https://www.youtube.com/@StLukeLutheran_CentreHall/live  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Join us for a short service of Word and Prayer in the sanctuary on 
Wednesday Mornings from 10:30-11am as we pray for all on our prayer 
list and others whom we know. Let Pastor Becky know if you have any 
questions or know of a prayer concern (private or public). 
 

 

The next book group meeting is November 19th at 12:00 pm at Seven 
Mountains Winery. We will be discussing James by Percival Everett. 
Join us for conversation and fun! 
  
 

 
The St. Luke Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm in the 
Sanctuary.  Please speak with Susie Stover if you have any questions. 
 
 

 

The Adult Sunday School Class will meet the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month. 
In November, class will be Sunday, November 2nd and Sunday, 
November 16th.  This is a video and discussion-based class.  Come join us as 

we grow together in God’s Word. 
 

 

 

 

Quilts & School Kits—There are 503 quilts, 83 school kits and 42 
personal care kits being sent today to Lutheran World Relief.  Thanks to 
all those who made donations and to those who did a lot of sewing, 
knotting, packing and loading. 
  

A Note from Pr. Becky: Are you or a loved one desiring a visit from the 
pastor? Do you have questions on faith, your spiritual life, or wish for a 
time of prayer? Please contact Pastor Becky if you would like her to call 
or visit you at home, in the hospital, or another location. (office: 814-364-
9154, cell: 215-208-5535, email: stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com ) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@StLukeLutheran_CentreHall/live
mailto:stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com


Brush Valley & Penns Valley Community Thanksgiving 
Worship—Community Thanksgiving Worship will be held on 
Sunday, November 23rd at 3:30 pm at Grace United Methodist 
Church, Centre Hall. Join us as we come together to offer our thanks 
and praise to God as a wider community!   
 

 
 

 Advent Wednesday Evening Prayer – Join us as we gather for Evening 
Prayer for the Wednesdays of Advent.  We will gather for a service of 
word, prayer and song on Wednesday December 3rd , 10th , and 17th at 
7:00 pm. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

LUNCH & LEARN 
 
 
 
 

Prepare Wisely – Estate Strategy Essentials 
 

On Sunday, November 16th, Jim Peterson of Thrivent will be holding a workshop entitled 
“Prepare Wisely – Estate Strategy Essentials” in the St. Luke Fellowship Hall. 
  

There will be light refreshments, provided by Thrivent, following the 10:30am worship 
service (at approximately 11:45am), and the workshop will begin at 12:30pm.  The 
workshop presentation will be followed by   a Question & Answer period with Jim.  We 
hope you will join us in learning some planning strategies for your financial future.   If you 
plan  to attend, please sign up in the narthex or email StLuke364@gmail.com with the 
number attending by Sunday, November 9th.                
  

A brief description of the presentation is listed below… 
  

Prepare Wisely: Estate Strategy Essentials 
  

No matter your wealth or status, you have an estate. And all estates have something in 
common—you can’t take it with you when you die. Having a strategy in place can make 
things easier for your family after you’re gone.  
  

At this workshop:  
· Explore assets—whether they be financial or physical. 
· Understand beneficiaries—family or organizations you care about. 
· Gain tools to help put your plans into action. 
  

*no products will be sold or offered* 

mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com


St. Luke will celebrate Harvest Home Sunday, November 2nd  

and Sunday, November 9th.  You may bring in non-perishable 

items to benefit the Centre Hall/Penns Valley Food Pantry.  All 

donations may be placed in the collection bin in the narthex.  

Please Note: You may also choose to make a monetary donation 

to the Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries (ALSM) Harvest 

Home collection which benefits local senior living communities, 

including The Oaks in Pleasant Gap.  Donation Envelopes are  

available in the narthex next to the bulletins.  Checks may be made payable to St. Luke with 

"Harvest Home" in the memo line.   

 

 

  FOOD PANTRY:  The Centre Hall/Penns Valley Food Pantry is located in the 
lower level of Grace United Methodist Church. The monthly distribution day is the 
Third Tuesday of each month from 1:30-3pm except for August when it is held the 
second Tuesday. In case of an emergency, a coordinator can always be contacted 
for a food distribution.  The next monthly food distribution will be held on 
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at Grace United Methodist Church, Centre Hall. 
Volunteers are needed to pack and distribute boxes from 8:00am-4:00 pm.   
 
 

Now that the Food Pantry is serving all of Penns Valley, the monthly need more 
than doubled.  We are now serving over 110 families so any help you could 
provide would be greatly appreciated. The most needed items typically remain 
shelf stable items like canned goods, cereals, pastas, etc.; however, there is an 
emphasis item each month that is listed below.   If you would like to make a 
donation, please place non-perishable items in the designated Food Pantry Box 

located in the narthex at St. Luke Lutheran Church on or before Sunday, November 16, 2025.  
You may also make a monetary donation by specifying a designated amount on your offering 
envelope, by making a check payable to St. Luke with “Food Pantry” in the memo line and placing 
it in the offering plate, or by placing a cash donation in an envelope in the offering plate that is 
specially marked for Food Pantry.   
 

NEW LIST - Suggested Monthly Donation List for the Food Pantry: 
January – Tissues       July – Liquid Hand Soap 
February -Toilet Paper      August – Laundry Detergent 
March – Toothpaste & Individual Toothbrushes  September - Shampoo 
April – Household Cleaners           October - Toilet Paper 
May - Kitchen Garbage Bags            November - Sandwich Bags 
June - Paper Towels                  December - Dish Detergent 
 
 

We are Blessed by our volunteers who order and shop for food, unload delivery trucks, sort 
donated food, pack orders, register clients and deliver to a few clients who have no 
transportation.  If you would like to volunteer in any way or if you would like more information 
about the Food Pantry, you can contact Anne Gaddis at 814-404-4693, annegad58@gmail.com or 
Page Gaddis at 814-571-8110, paggad@protonmail.com.  You may also speak to Gary Zellers who 
is the St. Luke Food Pantry representative in 2025.  Thank you so much for any assistance you 
can give to this important outreach in our community. 

mailto:annegad58@gmail.com
mailto:paggad@protonmail.com


 

Nov.   1 Donald and Dorothy Rudy 

13 Doug and Jessica Roth 

          20 Ronald and Patricia Homan 

          28 Roy and Gay Homan 
 

 
 

Nov. 1 Michael Sheaffer 

  Kelly Moran 

 2 Sophia Parsons 

 4  Robert Long 

 6 Keith Luse, Jr. 

 7  Dwight Barnes 

  Deb Frazier      

   8  Lanny Johnson 

  Jameson Shawver 

  9  Travis Waltz  

  Heather Luse 

 10  Susan Wolfe 

  Shawna Begley-Peck 

 11  Cliff Waltz 

 12  Mindy Dutrow 

  David Bagrowski 

 13 Abbey Wolfe 

 16 Gregory Reeder 

 17  Linda Sheaffer 

 18 Melissa Wolfe 

 19 Emma Bagrowski 

 23  Virginia Gummo 

 24  Sharon Musser 

      25  Dorothy Rudy 

 30 Peyton Homan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

          

CENTRE HALL 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE… 

           
Ornament Making, Tree Lighting, 

Cookies & Cocoa at St. Luke –  

On Friday, December 5th, St. Luke will 

host ornament making crafts along with 

cookies and cocoa at 6:00pm, followed 

by the outdoor Christmas Tree Lighting 

at 7:00 pm. Additional Community 

Events are being planned for the 

weekend of December 5-7th. Stay tuned 

for more details on activities and events 

being planned.   

             

*If you are able to donate cookies or if 

you are able to volunteer to help make 

cocoa, set up/clean up the night of the 

event, please sign up in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



PRAYER CONCERNS 

Pray for the recovery and the Lord’s healing and peace on our brothers and sisters. 
 

Eva Gill...kidney transplant and recovery  Louise Miller...health concerns 

Heather Korman...health concerns   Family and Friends of Pr. Jamie Olson 

Family & Friends of Ralph Rimmey   Family & Friends of Jim Smith   

Family and Friends of Pr. Donna Wolfinger  Jane Kurzinger...recov. from stroke  

Linda George...health concerns    Robert Murphy...recov. lung transplant 

Terry Brown...recov. from surgery/healing  Tim...health concerns    

Cindy Foust...cancer     Ellie Marooney...cancer    

Sam Rudy...recov. from kidney transplant 

Sabrina Wert...remission and healing   Marty Ilgen...health concerns   

Ted McPherrin...health concerns   Ron Holsopple...health concerns  

Cathy Brunner...health concerns   Melody Green...health concerns   

Greg Garner...health concerns           

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 

Greg Bohn...kidney issues    Dave Ferree...health concerns 

Jim & Tanya Evans...health concerns   Paulette Smigo...life concerns  

Jean Bender...myelodysplastic syndrome   Don Rudy...health concerns   

Karen Willar..cancer     Silas Green...multiple health issues  

Paul & Sandy Larson...health concern   Dotti Sauerwein...healing and strength 

Nancy Boyle...respiratory issues   Lee Kolos...health concerns   

Bob & Betty Ishler...health concerns   Gary Homan...Parkinson’s 

Mike Moyer...health concerns      Paul “Fox” Dietrich...health concerns 

Lisa Moir...cancer      Sherri Taylor...cancer 

Joan Glaser...health concerns    Bev Haines...health concerns 

Barbara & Ernie Kirsch...health concerns  Nancy Wintersteen...health concerns 

Freda Schluter...health concerns    Marilyn Wendt...dementia  

Pr. Russ Sauerwein...health concerns   Jordan Holsopple...health concerns 

Robert Sauerwein...strength & healing   Darlene Fultz...health concerns    

Dona Bean...cancer     Ellen Coffman...cancer 

  

Please pray for the Health of our Homebound: 

Fred Lohr Jr. (244 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Centre Hall, PA  16828…814-364-9368) 

Robert Long (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA  16828) 

Barbara Mark (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA  16828) 

Gladys Sampsel (c/o Randy & Julia Long, 165 Reeder Rd, Spring Mills, PA  16875) 

Bob Smeltzer (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA  16828) 

  

*If You Would Like to Add, Update or Remove a Prayer Concern:  Please notify the 

Church Office by calling 814-364-9154 or emailing StLuke364@gmail.com. 

-Updated 10/28/25 

  

  

mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com


THANKS BE TO GOD FOR OUR 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

 

November 2, 2025 – All Saints Sunday 

Altar Care: Barb McAllister 

Altar Flowers: Gerald and Marjorie Korman 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Shawn Lehman   

Communion Bread: Judy Homan 

Counters: Sue Royer and Carol Sharpe  

Greeter (8am): Linda Decker Reitz   

Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan 

Lay Reader (8am): Rick Homan  

Lay Reader (10:30am): Carol Sharpe 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Shawn Lehman 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Susan Stover 

  

November 9, 2025 – Pentecost 22 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Shawn Lehman   

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Susan Stover and Deb Frazier  

Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Patty Lehman 

Lay Reader (8am): Kathy Long  

Lay Reader (10:30am): Deb Frazier 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Walt Schluter  

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Scott McAllister 

 

November 16, 2025 – Pentecost 23 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Jerry Homan   

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Shari Welch and Barb McAllister  

Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk 

Lay Reader (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz  

Lay Reader (10:30am): Susan Stover 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Ken Cromwell 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Carol Sharpe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 23, 2025 – Christ the King 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Scott McAllister   

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Ken Cromwell and Lois Albright  

Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan 

Lay Reader (8am): Kelly Moran  

Lay Reader (10:30am): Barb McAllister 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Larry Frazier 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Shawn Lehman 

 

 

November 30, 2025 – Advent 1 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Walt Schluter   

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Barb McAllister and Sue Royer  

Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Patty Lehman 

Lay Reader (8am): Michele Shawver  

Lay Reader (10:30am): Jack Sharer 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Scott McAllister 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Susan Stover 

 

December 7, 2025 – Advent 2 

Altar Care: Open 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Larry Frazier   

Communion Bread: Open 

Counters: Carol Sharpe and Shari Welch  

Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers   

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk 

Lay Reader (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz  

Lay Reader (10:30am): Ken Cromwell 

Offering Usher (10:30am): Walt Schluter 

Worship Assistant (10:30am): Scott McAllister 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Relations 
Committee Meeting –  
The Congregational Relations 
Committee will meet on Tuesday, 
December 2, 2025 at 11:00am in 
the St. Luke Fellowship Hall.  All 
are welcome to join us! 
 



The regular meetings are held 2nd Monday of the month at      

7:00 pm. The next meeting is November 10th, a Zoom link is 

available if needed. Council Executive Committee communicates 

by the 1st Thursday of the Month regarding agenda items and 

information as needed. Please contact the Council Executive 

Committee if you have questions, Scott McAllister (President), 

Rick Homan (Vice President), Carol Sharpe (Secretary), Jack Sharer (Treasurer) and Pr. Becky 

Horn.  
 

Council Members for 2025:  Scott McAllister (27), Rick Homan (27), Carol Sharpe (26), 

Jack Sharer, Gary Zellers (27), Lois Albright (25), Todd Fetterolf (25), Larry Frazier (25),  

Open (25), Alice Cromwell (26), Evelyn Reeder (26), Susan Stover (26) and Jerry Homan (27)   

*The numbers in parenthesis indicates the year their term is complete.   
 

St. Luke Cemetery Association Representatives—Michele Brown, Brian Long and Walt Schluter 
 

Centre Hall Council of Churches – The next meeting is scheduled for November 5th, at 11:15 am at 

Trinity UCC.   

 

 

Looking ahead…Please note that if you have news or articles for the  
DECEMBER 2025 issue of the St. Luke Newsletter, please submit them to  
the church office by TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025.   
 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours – Pastor Becky is normally in the church office on 

Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from 9-11am, but these hours may vary as 

needed.  If you need to reach Pr. Becky outside of the office, please feel free to call 

or text her at 215-208-5535 and please leave your name and a message.  She will 

return your call or text as soon as possible.  You may also email her at 

StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com.   Pastor Becky will be on Vacation from 

Friday, November 21st through Monday, November 24th.  The emergency 

Pastoral Care contact will be Pastor Laura Waltermire of St. Mark, Pleasant Gap.  Pastor 

Laura’s cell number is 814-279-1056. 
 

 

Secretary Office Hours - The Church Secretary’s office hours are normally Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 10am to Noon, but these hours may vary as needed.  If you need to reach Patty outside of the 

office, please feel free to call or text her at 814-933-6296 and please leave your name and a message.  

She will return your call or text as soon as possible.  All emails for the secretary should continue to be 

sent to StLuke364@gmail.com.   

 

St. Luke Contact Numbers: 

Church Office       814-364-9154 or email at StLuke364@gmail.com   
Pastor, Rev. Becky Horn                         215-208-5535 or email StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Patty Lehman     814-933-6296 or email: StLuke364@gmail.com  

Council President, Scott McAllister  814-364-1285 (h); 814-280-7891(c) or email horsedr72@verizon.net 

Treasurer, Jack Sharer      814-364-1658 of email:  StLuke16828TreasurerJack@gmail.com 

Music Director, Susan Stover       814-349-5173 or email: smsgmnastx48@aol.com  

St. Luke Mailing Address                  PO Box 331, Centre Hall, PA  16828 

St. Luke Website                   http://StLukeCentreHall.org 

mailto:StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com
mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com
mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com
mailto:StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com
mailto:StLuke364@gmail.com
mailto:horsedr72@verizon.net
mailto:StLuke16828TreasurerJack@gmail.com
mailto:smsgmnastx48@aol.com
http://stlukecentrehall.org/


 November  2025   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1    All Saints Day 
 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

2  All Saints Sunday & 

          Harvest Home 
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  
 

Adult SS Class 

9:15-10am 
 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Prayer Service 
10:30-11am 
 

Council of 
Churches Mtg. 
11:15am-Noon 
at Trinity UCC 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

7  
 

8  
 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

9  Harvest Home 
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  
 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p  

10  
 
 
 
Council Meeting 
7pm 

11  
 

12  
Prayer Service 
10:30-11am 
 
 

13  
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

14  
 

 

 

Cub Scout Den 
Meetings 6-8pm 

15  
 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

16  
Worship 8am & 
10:30am -
Followed by 
Lunch & Learn  
 

Adult SS Class 

9:15-10am 
 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p 

Cub Scout 
Committee 
Meeting 6:30-
8pm 

17  
 

18  
*Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

 

Food Pantry 
Distribution 1:30-
3pm at Grace UMC 

19  
Prayer Service 
10:30-11am 

 

Book Group at 
Seven Mountains 
Winery at Noon 

 

20  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

21  
Pastor Becky will 
be on Vacation 
Nov. 21st to Nov. 
24th.   

*Emergency 
Pastoral Care 
Contact will be 
Pastor Laura 
Waltermire  

814-279-1056 

22  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

23  Christ the King 
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  
 

Thanksgiving 
Worship  at 
Grace UMC 3pm 
 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-6p 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Prayer Service 
10:30-11am 

27        HAPPY  

       THANKSGIVING! 

 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

28  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Cub Scout Den 
Meetings 6-8pm 

29  
 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Meeting 7pm 

30  Advent 1 
Worship 8am & 
10:30am  
 

Boy Scout Troop 
Meeting 4:30-
6pm 

Pastor Becky’s Church Office Hours are Tuesdays & Wednesdays  
9am-11am.  Pastor Becky will be on Vacation Nov. 21st to Nov. 24th. 
 
Secretary’s Church Office Hours are Tuesdays & Thursdays  
10am-Noon. 



St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 
301 North Pennsylvania Ave. 
P. O. Box 331 
Centre Hall, PA 16828 
 
Return Service Requested 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The          

St. Luke  
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Mission Statement:  Inviting all into relationship with Christ, Church and Community 
 
St. Luke Evangeli  cal Lutheran Church                   Centre Hall, Pennsylvania 


