THE ST. LUKE LETTER
June 2025

Dear Siblings in Christ,

You may have heard the word “Synod” mentioned in announcements or prayers, but what
exactly is a synod, and how do we fit into it? I'm so glad you asked!

In the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), a synod is a regional grouping of
congregations that walk together in mission and ministry. The word “synod” comes from a Greek
term meaning “to walk together.” There are 65 synods across the ELCA, each with its own bishop
and staff who support and guide congregations in their area. Here at St. Luke, we are a part of the
Allegheny Synod, which includes congregations across central and southwestern Pennsylvania.
Together, we support one another in worship, service, leadership development, and outreach—
sharing in God’s mission in our communities and beyond.

What Does This Mean for Us?

o Prayer & Support - We pray for our synod, its congregations, and its leaders. A portion of
our offerings supports shared ministries across the synod.

o Synod Assembly - Each year, our congregation sends voting members to the Synod
Assembly, where representatives from across the Allegheny Synod worship together,
learn together, and make important decisions.

o Shared Ministry - Through the synod, we join in ministries like disaster response, youth
events, support for pastors and deacons, and global mission partnerships.

This year’s Synod Assembly will be especially significant for us in the Allegheny Synod. On
October 31 - November 1, 2025, voting members will gather at the Blair County Convention
Center to elect a new bishop for the Allegheny Synod. The bishop provides spiritual and
administrative leadership, cares for rostered ministers and congregations, and helps guide our
synod into God’s future. In the ELCA, any rostered minister of Word and Sacrament (ordained
pastor) in the ELCA is eligible to be nominated for the office of bishop, regardless of what synod
they currently serve in. Nominees must be in good standing on the ELCA clergy roster. The
election process is centered on prayerful discernment and guided by the Holy Spirit, with the goal
of identifying a pastor with the gifts, experience, and vision to serve the synod faithfully.

Congregations across the synod are encouraged to pray for wisdom, clarity, and the guidance of
the Holy Spirit as we prepare for this important decision. Our voting members (two voting
members from St. Luke) will carry your prayers and hopes with them as they help shape the
future of our synod.

As we get closer to October more information will be shared from the Transition Team about
what they have discovered in conversations with church members, about the process for
nominations and election, and other information that will help in our discernment together as we
continue God’s mission here in the Allegheny Synod. If you have questions, or just want to chat,
please reach out!

Yours In Christ, A Note from Pr. Becky: Are you or a loved one desiring a visit from the

Pr. Becky Horn pastor? Do you have questions on faith, your spiritual life, or wish for a
time of prayer? Please contact Pastor Becky if you would like her to call
or visit you at home, in the hospital, or another location. (office: 814-364-
9154, cell: 215-208-5535, email: stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com )



mailto:stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com

YOU TUBE LIVE LINKS - Sunday Morning Worship via YouTube Live
— the 10:30 worship service is available via YouTube Live Stream. Please use
the link below from your favorite web browser. The service is also recorded if
you are away and would like to watch at a later time.

(either click on the link below, or copy and paste into the search bar)
https://www.youtube.com/@StLukel utheran_CentreHall/live

Book Group—Our next book is Homecoming by Kate Morton.
We will meet to discuss on Wednesday, July 2nd at Noon at
' Seven Mountains Winery.
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People’s Choice Joint Community Worship Service — On Sunday, July 13th, St. Luke, along with
Trinity United Church of Christ and Grace United Methodist Church, will hold a Joint Community
Worship Service at the People's Choice Festival which is being held at the Grange Fairgrounds.
Worship will take place at 9:30am at the South Side Stage. There is no cost to enter the park - just
indicate that you are attending worship. Please note: There will still be an 8:00am Worship service at
St. Luke on Sunday, July 13th, for anyone who does not wish to attend worship at the fairgrounds.

Save the Date — St. Luke’s Outdoor Worship and Picnic will be held on
Sunday, July 20, 2025, at 10:30am. More information and sign-up sheets
will be available mid-June.

The Congregational Relations Committee will meet on Tuesday, June 3rd at
11:00am in the social hall. We are planning the July Outdoor Worship and
Picnic and we will also continue our conversation on ways we can support our
current congregation. We invite anyone who would like to help us implement
new ways to support our congregation, to please join us.

Iron Man Bike Race—On Sunday, June 15th, the Iron Man Bike Race will be traveling
through Centre Hall from approximately 8:30am—Ipm. St. Luke will still be holding worship
services at 8:00am and 10:30am. The Southbound lane of N. Pennsylvania Ave and all of West
Church Street will be blocked off for the bike route of the Iron Man Race. We are still able to
access the parking lot via the Northbound lane of PA Ave. Those using the parking lot can
carefully cross over the southbound lane for entry and exit. There will be a volunteer 'flagger' to
assist in the crossing. There will be no street parking in front of St. Luke on this date.
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FOOD PANTRY: The Centre Hall/Penns Valley Food Pantry is located in the
lower level of Grace United Methodist Church. The monthly distribution day
is the Third Tuesday of each month from 1:30-3pm except for August when
it is held the second Tuesday. In case of an emergency, a coordinator can
always be contacted for a food distribution. The next monthly food
distribution will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 2025, at Grace United
Methodist Church, Centre Hall. Volunteers are needed to pack and distribute
boxes from 8:00am-4:00 pm.

Now that the Food Pantry is serving all of Penns Valley, the monthly need
more than doubled. We are now serving over 110 families so any help you
could provide would be greatly appreciated. The most needed items
typically remain shelf stable items like canned goods, cereals, pastas, etc,;
however, there is an emphasis item each month that is listed below. If you
would like to make a donation, please place non-perishable items in the
designated Food Pantry Box located in the narthex at St. Luke Lutheran
Church on or before Sunday, June 15, 2025. You may also make a monetary donation by
specifying a designated amount on your offering envelope, by making a check payable to St.
Luke with “Food Pantry” in the memo line and placing it in the offering plate, or by placing a
cash donation in an envelope in the offering plate that is specially marked for Food Pantry.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

NEW LIST - Suggested Monthly Donation List for the Food Pantry:

January - Tissues July - Liquid Hand Soap
February -Toilet Paper August - Laundry Detergent
March - Toothpaste & Individual Toothbrushes September - Shampoo

April - Household Cleaners October - Toilet Paper

May - Kitchen Garbage Bags November - Sandwich Bags
June - Paper Towels December - Dish Detergent

We are Blessed by our volunteers who order and shop for food, unload delivery trucks, sort
donated food, pack orders, register clients and deliver to a few clients who have no
transportation. If you would like to volunteer in any way or if you would like more information
about the Food Pantry, you can contact Anne Gaddis at 814-404-4693, annegad58@gmail.com or
Page Gaddis at 814-571-8110, paggad@protonmail.com. You may also speak to Gary Zellers who
is the St. Luke Food Pantry representative in 2025. Thank you so much for any assistance you
can give to this important outreach in our community.

Vacation Bible School (VBS) — This year we are offering a full-day
camp the week of August 4" — 8™, It will be at the Penn’s Prairie
Tri-Municipal Park, just down the road from the church. Programming
vacaTion BiBLE scHooL  €ach day will be from about 8:30 am — 4:00 pm and will include lunch.
Pre-registration is required and kids entering 1 — 6" grade in the next
academic year (25-26) are invited to register. More information will be coming out soon!
Thank you for your support and encouragement of local youth to learn about God’s love.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Pray for the recovery and the Lords healing and peace on our brothers and sisters.

Marty llgen...health concerns

Lori Brooks Rockwell...eye injury/surgery
Family and Friends of Rev. LeRoy Reitz
Ed Dunklebarger...Hospice

Phil Poorman...health concerns

Donald Dunkle...open heart surgery
Corby Fetterolf...broken collarbone
Melinda Fahrenbach...ovarian cancer
Sally Toner...recovery from spine fracture
Sam Rudy...dialysis

Jim Rearick...health concerns

Melody Green...health concerns

Greg Garner...health concerns

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Greg Bohn...kidney issues

Jim & Tanya Evans...health concerns
Jean Bender...myelodysplastic syndrome
Karen Willar..cancer

Silas Green...multiple health issues
Nancy Boyle...respiratory issues

Bob & Betty Ishler...health concerns
Mike Moyer...health concerns

Sherri Ard...health concerns

Sabrina Murphy Wert...lung cancer

Joan Glaser...health concerns

Barbara & Ernie Kirsch...health concerns
Terry Brown...cancer

Sherri Taylor...cancer

Jordan Holsopple...health concerns

Robert Sauerwein...strength & healing
Rufus Peachey...eye injury

Ted McPherrin...health concerns

Ron Holsopple...health concerns
Cathy Brunner...health concerns

Earl Hunsinger...in hospice for cancer
James Ard...health concerns

Dona Bean...cancer

Ellen Coffman...cancer

Darlene Fultz...health concerns

Carol Smith...cancer

Kenzie Jones...kidney function/health
Sally Shermer...health issues

Dave Ferree...health concerns
Paulette Smigo...life concerns

Don Rudy...health concerns

Eva Gill...kidney failure

Paul & Sandy Larson...health concern
Lee Kolos...health concerns

Gary Homan...Parkinson’s

Paul “Fox” Dietrich...health concerns
Dotti Sauerwein...healing and strength
Lisa Moir...cancer

Bev Haines...health concerns

Nancy Wintersteen...health concerns
Freda Schluter...health concerns

Pr. Russ Sauerwein...health concerns

Please pray for the Health of our Homebound:

Fred Lohr Jr. (244 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Centre Hall, PA 16828...814-364-9368)

Barbara Mark (4178 Penns Valley Rd, Spring Mills, PA 16875)

Gladys Sampsel (c/o Randy & Julia Long, 165 Reeder Rd, Spring Mills, PA 16875)

Bob Smeltzer (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA 16828)

Robert Long (Wynwood at Salem Hill, 424 Heckman Cemetery Rd, Spring Mills, PA 16875)

*If You Would Like to Add, Update or Remove a Prayer Concern: Please notify the Church

Office by calling 814-364-9154 or emailing StLuke364@gmail.com.-Updated 5/29/25
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Wednesday Morning Prayer — Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am
we will gather in the sanctuary for a morning prayer service for about
thirty minutes. This is an opportunity to center ourselves in the
middle of the week and to pray for those on our prayer list and others
we know of. We hope you will join us as we gather mid-week to
refocus our lives on the gift of Christ and the love of God for all the
world. On the first Wednesday of each month, we will gather for a
Healing Prayer Service. A Healing Prayer Service will be held on
Wednesday, June 4th.

Looking Ahead: The Wednesday morning prayer service will not be held during the month of July and
August but you are encouraged to pray on your own during that time.

Prayer Concerns—There are new prayer cards located in each pew and prayer card
collection boxes located at both entrances by the bulletins. You may complete a
prayer card, or cards, as needed and place in one of the collection boxes or in the
offering plate.

At St. Luke, we continue to expand our Prayer Ministry to better support
those in need of prayer. This ministry is open to everyone, and we invite you
to participate in whatever way you feel called. You are welcome to join us
for prayer at St. Luke on Wednesday mornings at 10:30. Should you prefer
PRAYER M|N|STRY and are willing to receive some prayer requests at your home, we then
encourage you to consider the opportunity to place your name on our call list for prayers as
specific occasions arise. If you feel called to be part of this ministry, please contact Pastor Becky
Horn (215-208-5535), Linda Decker Reitz (814-574-1172), or Alice Cromwell (215-260-9453.)

St. Luke Congregation,
Thanks for all the people that sent me cards for my 80th birthday. | really appreciate them all.
God Bless,
Bonnie Brown

To the Pastor, Staff & Congregation of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church,
| am writing to extend the deep appreciation of the Board of Directors of the Centre Hall/Penns
Valley Food Pantry.
It is such a joy to be part of a community that strives to meet the needs of others through
collaborative effort.
Thank you for your faithful support as we endeavor to assist our neighbors
With Gratitude,
Beth Powell, Secretary, Centre Hall/Penns Valley Food Pantry



THANKS BE TO GOD FOR OUR
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

June 1, 2025 — 7'" Sunday of Easter

Altar Care: Todd Fetterolf

Altar Flowers: Scott and Barb McAllister
Bell Ringer (10:30am): Larry Frazier
Communion Bread: Todd Fetterolf
Counters: Sue Royer and Carol Sharpe
Greeter (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz

Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan

Lay Reader (8am): Kathy Long

Lay Reader (10:30am): Susan Stover
Offering Usher (10:30am): Walt Schluter
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Scott McAllister
Mowing & Weeding (6/1-6/7): Jerry Homan

June 8, 2025 — Day of Pentecost

Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Jack Sharer

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Scott McAllister
Communion Bread: Alice Cromwell
Counters: Shari Welch and Ken Cromwell
Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers

Greeter (10:30am): Patty Lehman

Lay Reader (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz
Lay Reader (10:30am): Deb Frazier
Offering Usher (10:30am): Shawn Lehman
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Susan Stover
Mowing & Weeding (6/8-6/14): Scott
McAllister

June 15, 2025 — The Holy Trinity

Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Open

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Jerry Homan
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Susan Stover and Sue Royer
Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk

Lay Reader (8am): Rick Homan

Lay Reader (10:30am): Jack Sharer
Offering Usher (10:30am): Scott McAllister
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Carol Sharpe
Mowing & Weeding (6/15-6/21): Tonia Bower

June 22, 2025 — 2" Sunday after Pentecost
Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Open

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Walt Schluter
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Barb McAllister and Lois Albright
Greeter (8am): Linda Decker-Reitz

Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan

Lay Reader (8am): Kelly Moran

Lay Reader (10:30am): Carol Sharpe
Offering Usher (10:30am): Ken Cromwell
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Scott McAllister
Mowing & Weeding (6/22-6/28): Open

June 29, 2025 — 3" Sunday after Pentecost
Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Open

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Larry Frazier
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Ken Cromwell and Shari Welch
Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk

Lay Reader (8am): Kathy Long

Lay Reader (10:30am): Alice Cromwell
Offering Usher (10:30am): Walt Schluter
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Susan Stover
Mowing & Weeding (6/29-7/5): Gary Zellers

July 6, 2025 — 4" Sunday after Pentecost
Altar Care: Lois Albright

Altar Flowers: Open

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Scott McAllister
Communion Bread: Lois Albright
Counters: Carol Sharpe and Deb Frazier
Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers

Greeter (10:30am): Patty Lehman

Lay Reader (8am): Michele Shawver

Lay Reader (10:30am): Barb McAllister
Offering Usher (10:30am): Larry Frazier
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Shawn Lehman
Mowing & Weeding (7/6-7/12): Open




].D. and Holli Kubalak

Scott and Barb McAllister
Jack and Shirley Sharer

Bob and Inez Luse

Forrest and Nichole Rishel
Pastor Russ & Dotti Sauerwein
Dustin and Ashley Boob
Daniel and Bobbi McAllister
Andrew and Donelle Foor
Larry and Deb Frazier
Kenneth and Alice Cromwell
Dennis and Susan Royer

18
21

22

William Wolfe
Shari Welch
Gary Zellers, Sr.
Faith Wolfe
Linda Murphy
Rose Dillon
Karla Korman
Ronald K. Homan
Carol Sampsell
Tom Sharer
Michele Shawver
Ronald C. Homan
Valerie Kubalak
Doug Roth

Linda Whitman
Judy Bair
Donelle Foor
Madison Bair
Kim Theodorous
Breanna Praskovich

23 Glenn Roth
Neal Thompson
24 Krista Wolfe
Ethan Long
Robert Smeltzer
Vicki Crater
25 Jill Decker
26  Judy Homan
Pat McClenahan
Donald Shawver
27 Rachel Gavlock
28  Louisa Wagner
29 Shawn Lehman
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IN'THE CHURCH FAMILY

Pastor Emertius Rev. LeRoy Reitz joined the
church triumphant on May 2, 2025. Please
keep Linda and all of LeRoy’s family and
friends in your prayers.

Finnley Guy
Lehman, was born
to Kyle and Amy
Lehman on May 22,
2025. Finnley joins
big brother, Wesley.
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The regular meetings are held 2" Monday of the month at 7:00 pm.
The next meeting is June 9th, in-person only. Council Executive
Committee communicates by the 1 Thursday of the Month regarding
agenda items and information as needed. Please contact the Council
Executive Committee if you have questions, Scott McAllister
(President), Rick Homan (Vice President), Carol Sharpe (Secretary),
Jack Sharer (Treasurer) and Pr. Becky Horn.

el

Council Members for 2025: Scott McAllister (27), Rick Homan (27), Carol Sharpe (26),
Jack Sharer, Gary Zellers (27), Lois Albright (25), Todd Fetterolf (25), Larry Frazier (25),
Open (25), Alice Cromwell (26), Evelyn Reeder (26), Susan Stover (26) and Jerry Homan (27)
*The numbers in parenthesis indicates the year their term is complete.

Centre Hall Council of Churches —The next meeting is scheduled for June 4th at 11:15 am at Trinity
UCC.

St. Luke Cemetery Association Representatives—Michele Brown, Brian Long and Walt Schluter

Looking ahead...Please note that if you have news or articles for the JULY 2025
issue of the St. Luke Newsletter, please submit them to the church office by

ARTICLE THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2025.
DEADLINE

Due to the lower in-person office needs during the summer months, the Church
Secretary’s office hours will normally be Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10am to Noon, but these hours may vary as needed. If you need to reach Patty
outside of the office, please feel free to call or text her at 814-933-6296 and
please leave your name and a message. She will return your call or text as soon
as possible. All emails for the secretary should continue to be sent to
StLuke364@gmail.com. Patty will be on Vacation the week of 6/23-
6/27/2025.

St. Luke Contact Numbers:

Church Office 814-364-9154 or email at StLuke364@gmail.com

Pastor, Rev. Becky Horn 215-208-5535 or email StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com

Church Secretary, Patty Lehman 814-933-6296 or email: StLuke364@gmail.com

Council President, Scott McAllister 814-364-1285 (h); 814-280-7891(c) or email horsedr72@verizon.net

Treasurer, Jack Sharer 814-364-1658 of email: StLukel6828TreasurerJack@gmail.com
Music Director, Susan Stover 814-349-5173 or email: smsgmnastx48@aol.com
St. Luke Mailing Address PO Box 331, Centre Hall, PA 16828

St. Luke Website http://StLukeCentreHall.org
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