THE ST. LUKE LETTER
October 2025

Dear Siblings in Christ,

This year at Synod Assembly, one of the most important responsibilities we share is the election of a
bishop. In the ELCA, a bishop is more than an administrator—they are called to serve as pastor to the
synod, supporting congregations and leaders, guiding mission, and representing us in the wider
church.

How the Election Works

« Nominations: On the first ballot, voting members may write in the name of any ELCA pastor
(Minister of Word and Sacrament) in good standing.

« Voting Members: Congregational representatives, rostered leaders, and Synod Council
members present at the Assembly take part. There is no absentee voting.

« Ballots: The election follows a multi-ballot process with high thresholds early on (two-thirds)
to encourage consensus. By later rounds, candidates give speeches and answer questions to
help the Assembly discern their gifts for this call. If needed, the process continues until one
candidate receives a majority.

Why It Matters
The bishop serves a six-year term and plays a vital role in shaping how we live out God’s mission
together. This election is not just an administrative duty but a prayerful act of discernment. We trust
the Holy Spirit to guide the process and ask for your prayers:

e For those who may be nominated,

e For wisdom for voting members,

e And for our whole synod as we seek to follow where Christ leads.

Pre-Identified Candidates

This year, the Allegheny Synod has pre-identified five candidates for the office of bishop: Rev. Tyler
Graham, Rev. Ralph Hamer, Rev. Rebecca Horn, Rev. Scott Schul, and Rev. Kevin Shock. Each
has agreed to be among those considered for this important call, and while additional nominations
may be made at the Synod Assembly, this slate allows us to begin learning, listening, and praying
with intention.

As we prepare for this election, let us hold the Assembly, the candidates, and our whole synod in
prayer. Choosing a bishop is not simply about selecting one leader—it is about discerning how God is
calling us, together, to live as Christ’s church in this time and place. May the Holy Spirit guide us with
wisdom, unity, and hope for the future we share.

Yours In Christ,
Pr. Becky Horn

A Note from Pr. Becky: Are you or a loved one desiring a visit from the
pastor? Do you have questions on faith, your spiritual life, or wish for a
time of prayer? Please contact Pastor Becky if you would like her to call
or visit you at home, in the hospital, or another location. (office: 814-364-
9154, cell: 215-208-5535, email: stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com )



mailto:stluke364pastorbecky@gmail.com

YOU TUBE LIVE LINK - Sunday Morning Worship via YouTube Live —
the 10:30 worship service is available via YouTube Live Stream. Please use the
link below from your favorite web browser. The service is also recorded if you
are away and would like to watch at a later time.

(either click on the link below, or copy and paste into the search bar)
https://www.youtube.com/@StLukeLutheran_CentreHall/live

Join us for a short service of Word and Prayer in the sanctuary on
Wednesday Mornings from 10:30-11am as we pray for all on our prayer
list and others whom we know. Let Pastor Becky know if you have any
questions or know of a prayer concern (private or public).

<« The next book group meeting is on October 8th at 12:00 pm at Seven
.&\r Mountains Winery. The book we will be discussing is Midnight at the

: Blackbird Café by Heather Webber. Join us for conversation and fun!

The St. Luke Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm in the i

Sanctuary. Please speak with Susie Stover if you have any questions.

Adult The Adult Sunday School Class will meet the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month
s C] ass beginning on Sunday, October 5t. This is a video and discussion-based
% class. Come join us as we grow together in God’s Word.

a2

Sunday, October 5th, St. Luke will observe Lutheran World
Relief Blanket Sunday. The congregation is invited to give a
special offering for the purchase of blankets for Lutheran World
Relief. These contributions buy sturdy blankets which provide
shelter, warmth, and security for those living in disastrous
situations. Envelopes will be available. Checks may be made
out to St. Luke with Blanket Sunday in the memo line.

Community Trunk or Treat will be Friday, Oct 31 from 6-8pm
at Trinity UCC, Centre Hall. Candy donations will be collected
at St. Luke through Sunday, October 19th. In addition, other
small individually wrapped items such as juice boxes, granola
bars, gum, applesauce pouches, stickers, glow sticks, chips,
pretzels, popcorn, etc. may be donated. If you would like to dress up and bring your “Trunk” or
assist with Trunk or Treat by helping to hand out treats, please arrive at Trinity by 5:30pm.



https://www.youtube.com/@StLukeLutheran_CentreHall/live

FOOD PANTRY: The Centre Hall/Penns Valley Food Pantry is located in the
lower level of Grace United Methodist Church. The monthly distribution day is the
Third Tuesday of each month from 1:30-3pm except for August when it is held the
second Tuesday. In case of an emergency, a coordinator can always be contacted
for a food distribution. The next monthly food distribution will be held on
Tuesday, October 21, 2025, at Grace United Methodist Church, Centre Hall.
Volunteers are needed to pack and distribute boxes from 8:00am-4:00 pm.

Now that the Food Pantry is serving all of Penns Valley, the monthly need more
than doubled. We are now serving over 110 families so any help you could
provide would be greatly appreciated. The most needed items typically remain
b shelf stable items like canned goods, cereals, pastas, etc.; however, there is an
O emphasis item each month that is listed below. If you would like to make a

donation, please place non-perishable items in the designated Food Pantry Box
located in the narthex at St. Luke Lutheran Church on or before Sunday, October 19, 2025. You
may also make a monetary donation by specifying a designated amount on your offering
envelope, by making a check payable to St. Luke with “Food Pantry” in the memo line and placing
it in the offering plate, or by placing a cash donation in an envelope in the offering plate that is
specially marked for Food Pantry.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

NEW LIST - Suggested Monthly Donation List for the Food Pantry:

January - Tissues July - Liquid Hand Soap
February -Toilet Paper August - Laundry Detergent
March - Toothpaste & Individual Toothbrushes September - Shampoo

April - Household Cleaners October - Toilet Paper
May - Kitchen Garbage Bags November - Sandwich Bags
June - Paper Towels December - Dish Detergent

We are Blessed by our volunteers who order and shop for food, unload delivery trucks, sort
donated food, pack orders, register clients and deliver to a few clients who have no
transportation. If you would like to volunteer in any way or if you would like more information
about the Food Pantry, you can contact Anne Gaddis at 814-404-4693, annegad58@gmail.com or
Page Gaddis at 814-571-8110, paggad@protonmail.com. You may also speak to Gary Zellers who
is the St. Luke Food Pantry representative in 2025. Thank you so much for any assistance you
can give to this important outreach in our community.

s
S Ow Grace United Methodist Church will be holding a Soup Sale Fundraiser
, on November 8th. Orders will be due no later than October 18th. The

cost of the soup is $8 per quart and there will be Stuffed Pepper,

Vegetable Beef, and Ham and Bean Soups available. If you would like
to order, you may call Grace UMC at 814-364-1701 or email Sherri Gilliland at sbg4@psu.edu
by October 18th. Payment will be accepted at soup pick up. Pick up will be held at Grace
UMC, Centre Hall, on Saturday, November 8th from 9:00am to 1:00pm.
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ANNIVERSARIES

Brad and Tracy Noll

Chris and Jamie Seiler
Robert and Jody Lair

Dale and Krystal Josephson
Brian and Kathy Long

Walt and Freda Schluter
Charles and Sharon Musser
Joni and Drew Kresovich

E50CTOBER

IRTHDAYS

Uﬂ;~%

Isabella Luse
Susan Royer
Kenna Kurtz
Harold Paul Sampsell
Mary Homan

Dale Josephson
James Ard
Cameron Kubalak
Stephanie Delaney
Larry Frazier
Nicolette (Long) Foresman
Wade Wolfe
Charolette Waltz
Peg Leedy

Gary Way

Susan Stover
Andrew Horn
Erika Whitman
Kaitlyn Gummo
Sophia Luse
Harper Cipro
Dayna Brown
Sabrina Wert
Dustin Boob
Minette Homan
Lois Roth

Morgan Noll
Kathy Long

Kyle Lehman
Audrey Herrold
Lisa Holsinger
Kira Josephson

FOR“ALL/
' you dol

To the Members and Staff of the St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your very generous
donation of $500 to the Centre Hall/Penns
Valley Food Pantry. Your faithful support
through volunteering, donating food and
supplies, and your financial gifts enables the
Food Pantry to do so much for our
community.

Your unwavering partnership in our Food
Pantry is so greatly appreciated!

With joy and thanksgiving,
Beth Powell/Secretary

October is Pastor Appreciation Month—
a time to recognize and encourage those
who faithfully shepherd our churches.
This October—and every month—
encourage Pastor Becky by offering your
prayers, support, and kind words.




PRAYER CONCERNS
Pray for the recovery and the Lords healing and peace on our brothers and sisters.

Jane Kurzinger...recov. from stroke

Bill Sharpe...recov. from surgery Robert Murphy...recov. lung transplant
Terry Brown...recov. from surgery/healing Tim...health concerns

Cindy Foust...cancer Ellie Marooney...cancer

George Morton-Moncrieft...health concerns Sam Rudy...recov. from kidney transplant
Sabrina Wert...remission and healing Marty Ilgen...health concerns

Ted McPherrin...health concerns Ron Holsopple...health concerns

Cathy Brunner...health concerns Melody Green...health concerns

Greg Garner...health concerns

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Greg Bohn.. kidney issues Dave Ferree...health concerns

Jim & Tanya Evans...health concerns Paulette Smigo...life concerns

Jean Bender...myelodysplastic syndrome Don Rudy...health concerns

Karen Willar..cancer Eva Gill...kidney failure

Silas Green...multiple health issues Paul & Sandy Larson...health concern
Nancy Boyle...respiratory issues Lee Kolos...health concerns

Bob & Betty Ishler...health concerns Gary Homan...Parkinson’s

Mike Moyer...health concerns Paul “Fox” Dietrich...health concerns
Dotti Sauerwein...healing and strength

Lisa Moir...cancer Sherri Taylor...cancer

Joan Glaser...health concerns Bev Haines...health concerns
Barbara & Ernie Kirsch...health concerns Nancy Wintersteen...health concerns
Freda Schluter...health concerns Marilyn Wendt...dementia

Pr. Russ Sauerwein...health concerns Jordan Holsopple...health concerns
Robert Sauerwein...strength & healing Darlene Fultz...health concerns

Dona Bean...cancer Ellen Coffman...cancer

Please pray for the Health of our Homebound:

Fred Lohr Jr. (244 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Centre Hall, PA 16828...814-364-9368)
Barbara Mark (4178 Penns Valley Rd, Spring Mills, PA 16875)

Gladys Sampsel (c/o Randy & Julia Long, 165 Reeder Rd, Spring Mills, PA 16875)
Bob Smeltzer (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA 16828)
Robert Long (Wynwood House, 122 Wynwood Dr, Centre Hall, PA 16828)

*If You Would Like to Add, Update or Remove a Prayer Concern: Please notify the
Church Office by calling 814-364-9154 or emailing StLuke364@gmail.com.-Updated
9/30/25




THANKS BE TO GOD FOR OUR
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

October 5, 2025 — 17'" Sunday after
Pentecost

Altar Care: Marjorie Korman

Altar Flowers: Kelly Moran

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Scott McAllister
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Patty Lehman and Barb McAllister
Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk

Lay Reader (8am): Kathy Long

Lay Reader (10:30am): Deb Frazier

Offering Usher (10:30am): Shawn Lehman
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Susan Stover
Mowing & Weeding (October): Roy Thompson

October 12, 2025 — 18" Sunday after
Pentecost

Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Barb McAllister

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Walt Schluter
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Lois Albright and Susan Stover
Greeter (8am): Linda Decker Reitz

Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan

Lay Reader (8am): Michele Shawver

Lay Reader (10:30am): Barb McAllister
Offering Usher (10:30am): Larry Frazier
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Scott McAllister
Mowing & Weeding (October): Roy Thompson

October 19, 2025 — 19'" Sunday after
Pentecost

Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Open

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Jerry Homan
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Carol Sharpe and Shari Welch
Greeter (8am): Gary Zellers

Greeter (10:30am): Patty Lehman

Lay Reader (8am): Linda Decker Reitz

Lay Reader (10:30am): Jack Sharer
Offering Usher (10:30am): Shawn Lehman
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Carol Sharpe
Mowing & Weeding (October): Roy Thompson

October 26, 2025 — Reformation Sunday
Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Walt and Freda Schluter

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Larry Frazier
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Ken Cromwell and Deb Frazier
Greeter (8am): Connie Zellers

Greeter (10:30am): Nancy Shunk

Lay Reader (8am): Kelly Moran

Lay Reader (10:30am): Susan Stover

Offering Usher (10:30am): Walt Schluter
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Shawn Lehman
Mowing & Weeding (October): Roy Thompson

November 2, 2025 — All Saints Sunday
Altar Care: Open

Altar Flowers: Open

Bell Ringer (10:30am): Shawn Lehman
Communion Bread: Open

Counters: Sue Royer and Carol Sharpe
Greeter (8am): Linda Decker Reitz
Greeter (10:30am): Jerry Homan

Lay Reader (8am): Rick Homan

Lay Reader (10:30am): Carol Sharpe
Offering Usher (10:30am): Ken Cromwell
Worship Assistant (10:30am): Susan Stover

Congregational Relations
Committee Meeting -

The Congregational Relations
Committee will meet on
Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at
11:00am in the St. Luke
Fellowship Hall. All are
welcome to join us!




The regular meetings are held 2" Monday of the month at

7:00 pm. The next meeting is October 13, a Zoom link is
W available if needed. Council Executive Committee communicates
by the 1% Thursday of the Month regarding agenda items and
information as needed. Please contact the Council Executive
Committee if you have questions, Scott McAllister (President),
Rick Homan (Vice President), Carol Sharpe (Secretary), Jack Sharer (Treasurer) and Pr. Becky
Horn.

Council Members for 2025: Scott McAllister (27), Rick Homan (27), Carol Sharpe (26),
Jack Sharer, Gary Zellers (27), Lois Albright (25), Todd Fetterolf (25), Larry Frazier (25),
Open (25), Alice Cromwell (26), Evelyn Reeder (26), Susan Stover (26) and Jerry Homan (27)
*The numbers in parenthesis indicates the year their term is complete.

St. Luke Cemetery Association Representatives—Michele Brown, Brian Long and Walt Schluter

Centre Hall Council of Churches — The next meeting is scheduled for October 1st, at 11:15 am at
Trinity UCC.

Looking ahead...Please note that if you have news or articles for the
NOVEMBER 2025 issue of the St. Luke Newsletter, please submit them to

TICLE the church office by THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025.
12 Pastor’s Office Hours — Pastor Becky is normally in the church office on
f Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from 9-11am, but these hours may vary as
9 '3 needed. Ifyou need to reach Pr. Becky outside of the office, please feel free to call

€ ¥ or text her at 215-208-5535 and please leave your name and a message. She will
return your call or text as soon as possible. You may also email her at
COI;IFHIH{O([;RI;I StLuke364PastorBecky@gmail.com.

Secretary Office Hours - Patty will be on vacation on October 7 & 9 and October 14 & 16.
Bulletins have been prepared ahead of time, so please let Pastor Becky know if you have any
additional announcements or prayer concerns.

Other than vacation, the Church Secretary’s office hours are normally Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10am to Noon, but these hours may vary as needed. If you need to reach Patty outside of the office,
please feel free to call or text her at 814-933-6296 and please leave your name and a message. She will
return your call or text as soon as possible. All emails for the secretary should continue to be sent to
StLuke364@gmail.com.

St. Luke Contact Numbers:

Church Office 814-364-9154 or email at StL.uke364@gmail.com

Pastor, Rev. Becky Horn 215-208-5535 or email StLuke364PastorBecky(@gmail.com

Church Secretary, Patty Lehman 814-933-6296 or email: StLuke364@gmail.com

Council President, Scott McAllister 814-364-1285 (h); 814-280-7891(c) or email horsedr72@verizon.net

Treasurer, Jack Sharer 814-364-1658 of email: StLukel6828TreasurerJack@gmail.com
Music Director, Susan Stover 814-349-5173 or email: smsgmnastx48@aol.com
St. Luke Mailing Address PO Box 331, Centre Hall, PA 16828

St. Luke Website http://StLukeCentreHall.org
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Puzzle!

Who made the following statements in the Bible?

1. “aAm | my brother's keeper?”
Samuel, John, Cain, Andrew

2. 1 have no silver and gald, but what | do have
I give 1o you™

Peter, James, Jehn, Paul

3. "What is truth?”
Herod, Pilate, Simon Magus, Cornelius

4. “Choose you this day whom you will serve ... but
a3 for me and my house, we will serve the Loso!®

Abraham, Jacob, Maoses, Jashua

5. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living Gad.”
Mathaniel, Jehn, Peter, Paul

&, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a
Christian?*
Herod Agrippa, Pilate, Caiaphas, Annas

7. Do not urge me to leave you or to return from
following you. For where you go | will go.”
Rebekah, Rachel, Ruth, Rahab

B. “I have fought the good fight, | have finished
the race, | have kept the faith.”
Paul, Pater, James, Barnabas

The Sounds of Worship

Have you ever paused to listen — really listen — to the world
around you?

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, break forth into
Jjoyous song and sing praises!” (Psalm 98:4, ESV)

The hum of morning birdsong. The laughter of children. The
comforting voice of a friend. Even the quiet moments of stillness.
These aren’t just background noise — they’re invitations to
worship.

God designed a world that sings. Worship isn’t limited to Sunday
mornings or formal songs; it’s woven into the everyday moments
that tune our hearts to Him. And when we pause to truly hear it, we
are drawn into praise, right where we are.

What sound lifts your heart toward God today? Take a moment to
listen. Let it remind you of His love and nearness.

Create a simple and meaningful
prayer box your family can use
to share requests and pray
together all week long.

What you need: ’
* Shoebox with lid
* \Wrapping paper or J

decorative paper
* Scissors & tape
* Markers or crayons
* Stickers and other craft material
(optional)
* Pens or pencils
* |ndex cards or small pieces of

What you do:

1. Wrap the shoebex like a gift, wrapping
the lid separately so it can be opened.

2. As a family, decorate the box with
drawings, favorite Bible verses, photos,
or stickers.

3. Place the box somewhere central, like
the kitchen or living room.

4. Keep index cards and pens nearby.
When someaone has a prayer request,
they can write or draw it and drop it in.

5. Throughout the week, take turns
praying over the requests as a family,
or have a parent lead prayer time.

Devote yourselves
being

-2, NIV

_Colossians 4




October 2025
Pastor Becky’s
Church Office Prayer Service
Hours are Tuesdays 10:30-11am
& Wednesdays » /;27/
9am-11am. Council of %N\\
Churches Mtg. 5 ’
Secretary’s Church 11:15am-Noon at 1
Office Hours are Trinity UCC
Tuesdays &
Thursdays Choir Rehearsal AA Meeting 7pm
10am-Noon. 7pm
5 Blanket Sunday |6 7 8 9 10 11
Worship 8am & No Office Hours |Prayer Service No Office Hours
10:30am 10:30-11am
Adult SS Class Book Group
[Noon at Seven
9:15-10am | Mtn. Winery
Boy Scout Troop Choir Rehearsal  [Cub Scouts
Meeting 4:30-6pm 7pm 6-8pm AA Meeting 7pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship 8am & No Office Hours |Prayer Service No Office Hours
10:30am 10:30-11am
Council
£ty SFOUt reep Meeting Choir Rehearsal
Meeting 4:30-6pm (5, 7pm AA Meeting 7pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship 8am & Congregational Prayer Service
10:30am Relations Meeting [10:30-11am
, 1lamin
Adult SS Class / “. ) FeIIowship Hall
9:15-10am \X *"‘ g
A&V 4
Food Pantry
Boy Scout Troop Distribution 1:30-
Meeting 4:30-6pm 3pm at Grace
Cub Scout United Methodist
Committee Meeting Choir Rehearsal  |Cub Scouts
6:30-8pm 7pm 6-8pm AA Meeting 7pm
26 Reformation 27 28 29 30 31 Halloween
Sunday Prayer Service
Worship 8am & 10:30-11am
10:30am Ul Un A
atheat
Community
Boy Scout Troop . Trunk-or-Treat
) Choir Rehearsal [at Trinity UCC
Meeting 4:30-6pm 7pm 6-8pm




St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
301 North Pennsylvania Ave.

P. O. Box 331
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